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VISITORS ON 30 JULY 2006 

(from Fossoway, Kinross-Shire)

We parked near the chapel at Edinburgh’s west-end, half an hour before the morning service was due to start. It was the eve of the Edinburgh Festival and the city had a buzz of anticipation about it. We pondered a short walk to kill time. But then we saw the congregation was gathering and rapidly.

We made our way in. Enthusiastic and welcoming stewards (as they were called) instantly recognised us as visitors and quickly explained – there was coffee that way, loos the other way, and entry to the church above either by the first floor or, the second, or we could stay downstairs in the lounge and watch it on the big ‘TV screen’.

We were handed an order of service and a copy of their bulletin, which contained all the current news and notices.

We ventured up to the second floor and took seats in the middle of what was ‘the gallery’. The tall (and wide) pulpit was almost at eye level and behind it, in what had probably been choir stalls in by-gone days, was the organist, an electric piano player and two flutists with room for other musicians.

By the time the Senior Pastor bounded up the pulpit stairs just on 11 o’clock, the musicians were playing and the church virtually full. One of the striking features of the congregation was the number of families, worshipping together, and a good number of teenage and twenty-something aged boys and girls many of them clearly from overseas.

We had called on an interesting Sunday in the chapel. A new Associate Pastor was being inducted and the visiting preacher from Goldhill Baptist Church near London was the Rev Jim Graham – a Scot, with a marvellously preserved Scottish voice.
 As we later discovered – a preacher with real passion!

Most of the hymns and songs were new to us; Crown Him With Many Crowns the only familiar one. We later learned the others were a mixture of old and contemporary (favourites of the new Associate Pastor) drawn from Baptist songbooks. The words were projected onto a large screen so with a large congregation, all looking upwards, and the musicians, the singing was simply awesome. The organ and electric piano played together provided a great sound, the one complementing the other. Maybe something to try at Fossoway?

The kids address was about being a ‘team player’. Four Scottish sportsmen were shown on the screen; the kids had to guess who they were and what sport they played – which they did effortlessly. The Senior Pastor then explained how three of them played solo, but one played for a team. He then went on to describe the Ministry team, which the new Pastor was about to join and how the church congregation was also a team.

The induction which followed was full of passion and people! The new Pastor was first of all gifted a t-shirt – a custom in the chapel it seemed – with a Number 27 inspired by Psalm 27. There then followed the serious part when the new Pastor took his vows, then knelt and three colleagues laid hands on him, and his wife, and prayed for their calling and wisdom in his new role.

More joyous singing followed before the sermon. A feature of the singing which we will always remember fondly, was an elderly gentlemen, opposite us in the gallery, who ‘la-la-la’d’ his way through every song at the top of his voice!
 And he did so with absolute joy on his face. It must have been difficult and distracting for those immediately around him, but nobody seemed to bother and in any case how could one object to such an expression of praise. We obtained a recording of the service afterwards and you can hear the man’s, ‘la-la-la’ threaded through the singing! Fantastic.

And so to the sermon from visiting preacher the Rev Jim Graham, who, we were told, had recently become Pastor Emeritus. He was a mentor to the new Associate Pastor and in terms of our tradition, there to ‘preach him in’. His subject, drawn from Jeremiah, chapter 1, verses 1–10, was entitled ‘The 10 imperatives for a man or woman of God’: most apt for an induction service. For the next 40 minutes he spoke with humour, sincerity and great passion, and held us, like everyone else, absolutely riveted. During his sermon he put up on the screen – the 10 imperatives – and they are included at the end of this article.
 Read them alongside Jeremiah and you will understand what he was saying.

The service was drawn to a close by the Rev Graham with a rousing word of prayer and the singing of a great old song, ‘In the Cross’ the chorus of which contains the following words:

In the Cross, In the Cross, 

Be my Glory ever

Till my raptured soul shall find 

Rest beyond the river.

I hope we might sing it in Fossoway sometime. So good was the singing that at the end of it, once the musicians had fallen silent, the Rev Graham, invited us to sing the chorus one more time, but unaccompanied. He led us off and what a wonderfully fitting way to bring the service to a close.

We sat and listened to the musicians as the congregation filtered out. People spoke to us and the steward who first welcomed us made the effort at the doors to ask how we felt about our visit. We also caught a word with the Rev Graham. For a big city church we were really made to feel at home and urged to visit again, which we will do.

After almost an hour and three quarters in worship we were ready for some refreshment, it was after all nearly one o'clock, lunchtime! And so we retired for an ‘all-day-breakfast’ in one of George Street’s trendy eateries - called ‘Brown’s’, of course.

Helen & Gordon Brown



� � HYPERLINK http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/clmrclmews ��http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/chuchnews�. Fossoway is the name adopted by the local community council for the area to the south west of � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/kinross.html" �Kinross�, comprising the villages of � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/carnbo.html" �Carnbo�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/crook.html" �Crook of Devon�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/drum.html" �Drum�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/rumb.html" �Rumbling Bridge�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/powmill.html" �Powmill� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.fossoway.btinternet.co.uk/blair.html" �Blairingone.� The Parish of Fossoway was combined with the parish of Tullibole, which is one of the oldest parishes in Scotland, in existence before 1574. 


� Rodney Stout joined the pastoral team in January 2006, replacing Bill Denholm as associate pastor for pastoral care on a trial basis, and he was formally inducted on Sunday 30 July 2006. 


� Ronald – a member who was illiterate but who greatly enjoyed the singing.


� Not available on the copy on-line.


� Downloaded on 29 October 2006; it seems that earlier copies of the Fossoway Church News are replaced when later editions come along, and it may no longer be available.





